KRIEG-CAMPBELL FAMILY DOCUMENTS 1950-01-02 5-4 LPK to JWC2.docx

3 : . Jenuary 2, 19%0
Bethesda, Md,

- ear Dona and John,
' A mysterlous package arrived contalulng an even

more mysterious vehlele, which simply fascinated Laurence

g5 well as his fathor and mother. #id Jchn invent 117 -It

‘wasd a huge success, in any case, and something of & menace

te the family safety and Turniltmre to boot, for 4t and

_aurence behind 1t ke;t careening around from the dining room

fo the kitcnen to the mall to the living room to the dining

reom to the kitchen to the hall, et¢. &t & mad pace, 1 ve

never seen the like of 1t, although I thought I had colibed

bhrough Woodward and Lothrep pretty thoroughly looking for

tiings that would interest L.J. and the rest of the szall "

iry on my liet,. Dona is & good picker, and we thank her,

. Ghristmas went off pretty well, and we got ine
vited oult for diuner ec I didn't have to make the turkey,
but I thought i would perish from ovewwoerk before the day
¢ame, wnel wilth wrapping and poting and candy-and~¢ookie
making and card writing and then the feverish addressing
of wore cards Bo people from whom we had regeived and to
whom we bBhdn't sent, and tree-putting up and burnteout
light replacing and you know how it zoes in geusral. Today,
nowever, Laurence and 8 pal ¢f hic tirped over the Ghristzas
tree so I had to take it down befoare I was peycholozically
ready to do so, and that mede me unhappy. which shows you
peopls are nver sztisfied. '

Willllax 18 going on & wonderful trip throuzh his
territory, “olembla, Vene,usla and Eouador. If I had a sile
verdlu wink to rawn 1t would Le in hock this very minute,
but there you are. He will be lesving in xarch and be away
for about a montn and a half. Luckily for me I 'hope that
Yop and Helen will be in wWashinzton gy that time, sc I won'd
be able to be ag mizerable and lcnely and envicus 23 1 was
all set L0 be. I can hardly wait to see o0ld Pop. ’
ey L.Js wag four Decenmbor llth, and issued 'a 2irtaday
Uiase or ultimatum of what have you on the occasion: "From now
ony Palddy and Masmma, you must call me Juat Laurence, not Laursumce
John any more." o that's that. Actuelly, elthough I quits
asres with him thalt one nane is enoush, I find it hard to
ragember not Lo call him by both of them, Ha's plugging away
a%t what he calls his "offtce”, the nursery school, anﬁaﬁhila
he's not at all fond of the place, he scems to toleraite it
reasonibly. He 1s learning to write, but not on "office"w%ima.

I thought children always leamed to read before.they learned
to write, but he refuses %o lesrn to read anything but what he's
interested in, words like "dog, train, truck™. Contiariwise he
insisted c¢n my ehowing hiam how te wriis, beginning cu the type-
writer, we've slready bad %o have it rereired once, and it needs
it again, but 1 figure 1t's all in the cause of education.

. Happy new year to both of you, and en auntly kiss to
each of my nleces, . : :

Love,
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